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Purpose of Fraud Briefing
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Understanding the bar charts

All data are drawn from council submissions  on the Audit Commission’s annual fraud and corruption survey for 
the financial year 2013/14.

In some cases, council report they have detected fraud and do not report the number of cases and/or the value. 
For the purposes of this fraud briefing these ‘Not Recorded ‘ records are shown as Nil.



Comparator group
Broxbourne
Cheltenham
Dacorum
Dartford
East Hertfordshire
Gloucester
Hertsmere
North Hertfordshire
Rushmoor
Spelthorne
St. Albans
Stevenage
Three Rivers
Tunbridge Wells
Warwick
Watford
Welwyn Hatfield
Woking
Worcester



Interpreting fraud detection results



Watford detected 136 cases #. The value of detected fraud was £220,686 #.
Average for statistical neighbours and county: 175 cases, valued at £278,026

Total detected cases and value 2013/14 
(Excludes Housing tenancy fraud)

Watford
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Watford detected 131 cases of this type of fraud. The value of detected fraud 
was £218,686.
Average for statistical neighbours and county: 130 cases, valued at £275,858

Housing Benefit (HB) and Council Tax Benefit (CTB) 2013/14 
Total detected cases, and as a proportion of housing benefit caseload
Watford
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Watford did not detect any cases of this type of fraud.
Average for statistical neighbours and county: 40 cases, valued at £12,611

Council tax discount fraud 2013/14 
Total detected cases, and value as a proportion of council tax income
Watford
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Councils without housing stock 2013/14
Housing tenancy fraud



Other frauds 2013/14

Correctly recording fraud levels is a central element in assessing fraud risk. 
It is best practice to record the financial value of each detected case

Watford

Procurement: Watford did not detect any cases of this type of fraud.
Total for statistical neighbours and county: 0 cases

Insurance: Watford did not detect any cases of this type of fraud.
Total for statistical neighbours and county: 1 case, valued at £0

Internal: Watford detected 1 case of this type of fraud. The value of detected 
fraud was £2,000.
Total for statistical neighbours and county: 7 cases, valued at £11,426

Economic and third sector: Watford did not detect any cases of this type of 
fraud.
Total for statistical neighbours and county: 0 cases



Questions elected members and 
decision makers may wish to ask
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Post SFIS
Local 

priorities
Partnerships

Using 
information 

and data



Any questions?


